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February 1

   
Kindergarten Registration for Wilder attendance area families 

    9:30a.m. - 3:00p.m. & 5:00p.m. - 6:30p.m. 
 
February 2   Kindergarten Registration for Wilder attendance area families 
    9:30a.m. - 3:00p.m. 
 
February 3   PLC Late Start 11:06a.m.  
 
February 5   Sports Jersey Day 
 
February 10   Science Fair Open House – 6:30p.m. - 8:00p.m. Gym 
 
February 11   Science Fair Display – 9:00a.m. -.3:30p.m. 
 
February 12   Valentines Parties 45 minutes prior to the scheduled lunches 
    Early Dismissal 1:03p.m. 
 
February 15  No School – President’s Day 
 
February 18    4

th 
Grade Musical & Art Show – 2:45p.m. & 7:00p.m. 

 
February 22  Skate City Night  6:00p.m. - 8:00p.m. 
 
February 24  PLC Late Start 11:06a.m. 
 
February 25               Report Cards Home 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 2010 

Laura Ingalls Wilder Elementary School 
4300 W. Ponds Circle 
Littleton, CO 80123 

 
Dr. Trish Cook, Principal 
 
Main Office: 303-347-4750 
Attendance Line: 303-734-5910 
Lunch Line: 303-734-5930 
FAX: 303-347-4755 
Wilder Preschool: 303-794-8544 
Web site: 
http://wilder.littletonpublicschools.net 
Web site for Littleton Public Schools 
www.littletonpublicschools.net 

 

Upcoming Events 
March 18  Kindergarten Musical & Art Show – 2:45p.m. & 7:00p.m. 
March 19            Enrichment Day 
April 6                 VIPS Luncheon 11:30a.m. – 1:15p.m. 
April 15   3

rd
 Grade Musical & Art Show – 2:45p.m. & 7:00p.m. 

May 3 - 7  Book Fair 
May 10               3

rd
 Grade Field Day – all day 

May 11               4
th 

Grade Field Day – all day  
May 12               1

st
 Grade Field Day – morning 

May 12               2
nd

 Grade Field Day – afternoon 
May 13   Kindergarten Field Day (all classes) – morning 
May 14   5

th
 Grade Field Day – all day 

May 20               5
th
 Grade Farewell Assembly – 10:00a.m.  

              (Reception – immediately following)   

 
 

http://wilder.littletonpublicschools.net/


 
 
 
 

 
 

Dear Parents: 

 

 It feels as if the new year is already moving along at a rapid rate. We are now in 

the process of working toward the end of the second trimester and report cards 

are right around the corner.  

 

I would like to extend my thanks to the many parents who filled out the Wilder 

Parent Survey. The results have been tallied, shared with the Wilder Accountability 

Committee, and were sent out in a summary form via PTO Manager. What is very 

evident to me, through the survey results, is that Wilder is a unique, distinctive 

school that focuses on high student achievement, values our strong and diverse 

educational programs, and is characterized by its passion for students and learning. 

Students, parents and staff make Wilder the fine school it is. 

 

In January, the PTO funded the purchase of three mobile carts of netbooks for 

students. One cart (set of 30 netbooks) will be placed in the 5th grade and the 

other 2 carts will be shared by 4th grade teachers. Students and staff are thrilled 

to start using this new technology with their writing, social studies, reading, and 

science curriculum. Thank you, PTO! 

 

Remember that we have two PLC Late Start Days on February 3rd and 25th. 

Presidents Day is February 15th which is a No School Day. Also, February 11th is 

Science Fair Evening which begins at 6:30 pm. Please come and encourage our young 

scientists! 

 

Dr. Trish Cook, 

Principal 
 
 
 

 

  

    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
LPS Child Find 

Littleton Public School’s Child Find Team 
offers FREE screenings for children, birth to 
5 years of age who are at risk for delays in 
development. The team consists of an 
occupational therapist, speech/language 
pathologist and a school psychologist. The 
screening provides general information 
about a child’s current speech/language, 
motor, social, and pre-academic skills. It 
takes approximately one hour. Screenings 
are not an assessment for kindergarten 
readiness. 
 
Following the screening parents will receive 
feedback from the Child Find Team. If 
screening results indicate possible delays in 
development, the Child Find team will 
recommend further assessment.  
Screenings are held four times each month 
during the school year and less frequently 
during the summer. Parents who have 
concerns about their child’s development 
should call 303-347-6980 for an 
appointment. 
 
Screenings are held at 
The Village 
1907 W. Powers Ave. 
Littleton, CO 80120 

  
 
 
 

Powell Pride Tour  
Potential open enrollment parents for 
the 2010-2011 school year are invited to 
attend one of our scheduled Powell 
Pride Tours.  This tour will allow you the 
opportunity to meet with Mr. Steve Wolf, 
Principal of Powell Middle School, for an 
hour of information, question and 
answers, and a short school tour.   

 
 

 
Why Powell 

 The Powell Community is invested in 

our students’ success and we 

encourage our parents to be actively 

involved. 

 Powell focuses on the spectrum of 

academics for students’ of all levels.  

Interventions are provided for those 

in need as well as enrichment 

programs for gifted students. 

 Powell is the leader in instructional 

technology at the middle school level 

within Littleton Public Schools.  Most 

classrooms are equipped with a 

SmartBoard, projector, document 

camera and netbooks. 

 Powell implements ―PBS‖, Positive 

Behavior Support, to help create a 

positive learning environment to 

enhance our school culture and 

climate. 

 Powell offers a full array of elective 

classes, including: Art, 2D Art, 3D 

Art, Spanish, Industrial 

Technologies, Computers, 

Consumer Family Studies, Concert 

Band, Symphonic Band, Puma 

Band, Strings, Guitar, Choir, Ladies 

Select, Jazz Choir, Powell Network 

News, AVID, Award winning 

Yearbook and GT Seminars. 

 Powell Promotes student 

involvement by offering competitive 

sports, engaging activities and 

varied clubs. 

If you would like to attend one of the 
following tours, please contact 

 Christy at ccassidy@lps.k12.co.us  
 

Tour Dates          
February 4          February 19           

9:00a.m. - 10:00a.m. 
 

District Information 

mailto:ccassidy@lps.k12.co.us


  

 

 

 

 

Visit with Mrs. Ambron, Goddard Middle School Principal 
 

The Goddard administrative team and counselors look forward to meeting the parents of our 

incoming sixth grade students.  Join us for an overview of our academic and exploratory 

programs, a question and answer session and a tour of the school.  Information about 

intramurals, clubs and special programs including Outdoor Education, WEB, AVID, Gifted and 

Talented, English as a Second Language and Special Education will also be presented. 

 

Tuesday, February 9, 2010 at 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

Please contact the principal’s secretary, Maureen Anderson, to confirm a reservation,  

303/347-7850.  An R.S.V.P. is helpful so that we may prepare materials for you.   

 

 

5th Grade Parent Night April 8th at 7:00p.m.  
Special Programs at 6:15p.m. 

 
This evening provides an opportunity to learn about the programs available at Goddard, to meet 

6th grade instructional teams, elective staff, Special Education and English as a Second 

Language (ESL) staff, as well as the G/T department.  Pre-sessions for Gifted and Talented, 

Special Education and English as a Second Language will begin at 6:15p.m.   

 
Please note, the evening is designed for parents.  Students will visit with their elementary school 

during the spring.  Students participate in an orientation to middle school, a guided tour led by 

current 6th grade students, and an outline of a typical day presented by 6th grade Core teachers.   

 
 
 

5th Grade Parent Visits  



 

Dear Wilder PTO and Parents,  

 

I am a teacher at your sister school, East Elementary.  My daughters, 

Anna and Ella attend Wilder.  I feel compelled to write and thank 

you for the continued support you give our students at East year 

after year.  I donõt know if you have any idea what a difference you 

make for our students.  Itõs important to me, that I try and convey 

this to you.  

 

East Elementary is a delightful and inspiring place to work.  We 

have a st aff that is dedicated to providing an environment where 

the students learn at high levels, are loved dearly and feel safe.  

Your contributions é from the donations to our SAFE clubs, to the 

Christmas presents you provide for our families, to mentors that 

encourage and support our students are immeasurable.   

Our students at East are great kids.  They work very hard each day.  

They can make you laugh, smile and cry too.  They get excited about  

the littlest things.  For many of them, our school is the most stable 

entity in their lives.   

 

As a Wilder parent, I see the opportunities my daughters have 

because of the Wilder community and feel so thankful.  When I go to 

work, I often see students fa ced with obstacles and worries that 

children should not have to endure.  At East, w e have families that 

work two and sometimes three jobs to make ends meet.  Often times , 

these families have little time left over to help their children with 

their studies.  Beyond that, many of our students speak better 

English than their parents.   At East, i tõs not unusual to have to tape 

a childõs sole to their shoe so they can go out and play on the snow 

covered playground.  Iõve seen students try to smuggle muffins into 

their back - pack during morning breakfast just so there will be food 

to eat at home.  Just today, a student shared her  excitement that 

mom will be going to church today to pick up her Christmas present.  

But d espite these obstacles, our kids are so resilient .  They have 

dreams and goals just like our own children.  Your support makes 

such a difference for them.  Without your contribution this year, our 

students would not be able to have our building SAFE clubs.  These 

clubs provide after - school enrichment act ivities that our students 

would not be able to afford otherwise.   

District Information 



To put things into perspective, this year, East tried our first Silent 

Auction.  All items were donated by teachers.  Our focus was 

providing items that would get our students out and about  over the 

holiday break.  We offered movies, aquarium tickets, and dates  with 

teachers, etc.  We had about 50 items to bid on and the bidding 

price started at $5.  First, we had to explain to our families what a 

silent auction was before it started.  When the auction did start, 

families looked at the items but did not bid.  Our staff wonders if 

they had the money.  So, the teachers began bidding on the items 

that they donated.  Our auction made $600.  We are grateful for 

this money so that we can purchase a  new sound system for our 

music program.  However, as you may have determined , our fund -

raising efforts are just not able to provide large amounts of money.  

Please know that your contributions are appreciated and put to 

good use.  As I first mentioned , the  impact they have on our students 

is hard to measure.  I just think you should know the difference you 

are making for East students.  

 

With most Sincerity,  

 

Gina Maestas  

East Elementary   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



Valentineôs Parties 
Mrs. Swankôs Valentines Parties: 
Thursday, Feb. 11th at 2:50p.m. - PM Class 
Friday, Feb. 12th at 11:15a.m. - AM Class 

 
KED ï 5th Valentines Parties:  
Friday, February 12th - 45 minutes 
prior to the scheduled lunches – 
specific information to follow from 
class room parents 
 
 

 

Save the Date - 5th Grade Farewell 
Assembly 

The 5th Grade Farewell Assembly is 
scheduled for Thursday, May 20th at 
10:00am. There is a reception immediately 
following. This is an opportunity to bid our 
5th graders farewell as they move on to new 
horizons. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wilder Preschool  
2010 - 2011 Enrollment 

Wilder Community Parent Participation 
Preschool is now enrolling students for the 
2010 - 2011 school year.  We offer half day 
preschool programs for three and four year 
old children. For more information about 
class availability, tuition fees, or to visit the 
preschool, please contact Julie Peterson, 
Director, at 303-794-8544 or by email at 
jpeterson@lps.k12.co.us.  
 

Science Fair Open House 
The Wilder Community is invited to join us 
for the Science Fair Open House on 
February 10th from 6:30p.m. - 8:00p.m. in 
the gym. (Set up is from 3:40p.m. - 4:30p.m. 
on the 10th). You may also view these 
terrific school projects on February 11th from 
9:00a.m. - 3:30p.m. in the gym. (Please 
remember to come and claim your project 
from 3:40p.m. - 4:00p.m. on the 11th). 
Thanks to all the parents, classroom 
teachers and Steve and Renee Spangler 
who have supported this worthwhile 
program. Medals will be given to all 
participants as well as an ice cream sundae 
social to the class with the highest 
participation!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

School News 

CSAP Testing Dates 
 

3
rd

 Grade Testing Dates           Make up Week: March 29th ï April 2nd   
February 17

th
   Reading 10:00a.m. – 11:45a.m.  

February 18
th
   Reading 10:00a.m. – 11:45a.m.  

March 9
th
   Writing   10:00a.m. – 11:45a.m. 

March 10
th
         Writing   10:00a.m. – 11:45a.m. 

March 16
th
         Math      10:00a.m. – 11:45a.m. 

March 17
th
  Math  10:00a.m. – 11:45a.m. 

  
4

th
 Grade Testing Dates 

March 9
th
   Writing    11:15a.m. – 12:30p.m. 

March 10
th  

Writing    11:15a.m. – 12:30p.m.
 
  

March 11
th
   Reading  11:15a.m. – 12:30p.m. 

March 15
th
   Math    11:15a.m. – 12:30p.m. 

   Reading/Writing  1:30p.m. – 2:45p.m. 
March 16

th
   Math    11:15a.m. – 12:30p.m. 

   Reading/Writing   1:30p.m. – 2:45p.m. 
March 17

th
   Math    11:15a.m. – 12:30p.m. 

   Reading/Writing  1:30p.m. – 2:45p.m. 

           

5
th

 Grade Testing Dates 
March 8

th
   Writing      9:15a.m. ς 10:25a.m. 

   Science      1:20p.m. ς 2:30p.m. 
March 9

th
   Writing      9:15a.m. ς 10:25a.m. 

   Science      1:20p.m. ς 2:30p.m. 
March 10

th  
Reading     9:15a.m. ς 10:25p.m. 

   Science      1:20p.m. ς 2:30p.m. 
March 11

th
   Reading     9:15a.m. ς 10:25p.m. 

March 12
th

   Writing      9:15a.m. ς 10:25p.m. 
March 15

th
   Reading     9:15a.m. ς 10:25p.m. 

March 16
th

   Math          9:15a.m. ς 10:25a.m.  
March 17

th
   Math          9:15a.m. ς 10:25a.m.  

March 18
th

   Math          9:15a.m. ς 10:25a.m.  

 

http://wilder.littletonpublicschools.net/forParents/WilderPreschool/tabid/3719/Default.aspx
http://wilder.littletonpublicschools.net/forParents/WilderPreschool/tabid/3719/Default.aspx


Tech Talk with Mrs. Boorom     
Why teach 21

st
 century skills in elementary school?  Classrooms and schools look different than when we 

were little. In the early 1900’s, a person was considered literate if they could read and write, and calculate 
on a simple level.  Within the last few years, we consider literacy as encompassing reading critically, 
writing persuasively, thinking, reasoning, and problem solving. Now, the shift is towards being digitally 
literate.  Digital literacy includes accessing information efficiently and effectively.  Last month, we focused 
on doing research in the third, fourth, and fifth grade classes.  It used to be that kids went to the library 
and a librarian helped them find appropriate information.  Now, most kids go to the Internet to do 
research.  No longer is someone telling them what information is correct and credible.  This is where 
research skills on the Internet become really important.  Third graders researched animals and reported 
their findings in Excel.  Fourth graders researched rocks and minerals and used Word to report their 
findings.  Fifth graders researched fast food and reported their findings in a spreadsheet and a graph. 

Another 21
st
 century skill is cultural literacy and global awareness.  The fifth graders are working through 

Epals to get matched up with a pen pal from another part of the country or world.  I also use Google Earth 
to create global awareness.  Yet another goal for 21st century learning is the effective use of real world 
tools.  The kids need to know which tool to use and how to use it.  This can be anything from deciding 
whether to use Power Point, Excel, or Word to deciding to pod cast, blog, or create a video.  The 
wonderful thing about technology in school is that it allows kids’ voices to be heard.  Technology can take 
a mundane task and infuse it with excitement.  Technology allows discovery.  I find that if I tell kids 
something, they are never as impressed as if they discover it themselves.  The other day when the fifth 
graders were studying fat and calories from various fast food restaurants, they had a few ―aha‖ moments 
when looking through the data.   

According to the 21
st
 Century Workforce Commission National Alliance of Business, ― The current future 

health of America’s 21
st
 Century Economy depends directly on how broadly and deeply Americans reach 

a new level of literacy—21
st
 Century Literacy—that includes strong academic skills, thinking, reasoning, 

teamwork skills, and proficiency in using technology‖. 

Thank you for all of your support.  We have a great group of amazing parent volunteers, but could still use 
more. The lab is a fantastic place to work hands-on with the kids.  You may even learn something new.  If 
you are interested in helping in the lab, we would love to have you join us!    You don’t need to be a tech 
expert to help.  An extra set of adult hands makes all the difference.  To sign up for a time, contact Laura 
Jones at llinjonester@gmail.com.  

 

Happy Valentines Day!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:llinjonester@gmail.com


 
Presidentsô Corner 

February....it always seems like a month we 
find ourselves looking ahead.  We look 
ahead to spring, we look ahead to the 
annual Science Fair and grade level 
programs, and we look ahead to the Silent 
Auction.  This year, in light of the District's 
proposed budget cuts, the Wilder Silent 
Auction is more important than ever.  Year 
after year our community support has been 
impressive and this year we're hoping it 
continues in order to prevent these cuts 
from negatively affecting our students.  
Please mark your calendars and plan to join 
us Saturday, March 13th at Pinehurst 
Country Club.  It is always a wonderful night 
and there is more at stake this year than 
ever! 
 
Although budget cuts have consumed much 
of this year's dialog, PTO continues to work 
toward meeting Wilder's technology goals. 
In January the PTO Executive Board 
approved the expenditure of funds to 
purchase 2 carts of Netbook computers for 
our 4th grade and an additional cart of 
Netbooks for our 5th grade.  These 
purchases move us closer to our goal; 
putting technology into the hands of our 
students. This is a long term investment 
which benefits kids directly and the 
available funds used were raised 
specifically for technology growth.  Fourth 
grade teachers will be receiving District lead 
training and are extremely excited to add 
this great learning tool to their grade level 
curriculum.   
 
The February 18th PTO meeting should be 
quite informative. Our guest speaker will be 
LPS Superintendent, Scott Murphy.  
Although District finances will have yet to be 
decided, Mr. Murphy should have the most 
up-to-date information regarding budget 
issues.  This meeting is one not to miss!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Just a reminder, all lost and found items not 
collected before February 12th will be 
donated to the Wilder Clinic and Interfaith 
Community Services.   
 
Also, there are still dates open to provide 
dinner to the Sacred Heart Reach Out 
Program (March 9th and 16th and May 4th, 
11th and 18th), for more information contact 
Lori Perry at 303/703-9234 or 
imllp@comcast.net.  
 
 
Thank you for all that you do to make Wilder 
such a great place!! 
 
Looking ahead- 
Emily Fuchs and Stephanie Sullivan 
PTO Co-Presidents 
 
 

Holiday Gift Bags 
Thank you to all the families who donated 
time, energy, and financial support to the 
Wilder Holiday Gift Bags.  We were able to 
give nearly 100 kids a very special 
Christmas.   
 

As always your generosity is greatly 
appreciated!!!! 

 
Kristie Blackwood and Bonnie Hart 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PTO News 
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Raffle 
For a mere $5.00 you can purchase a 
chance to win a flat screen television!  This 
year's prize is a brand new Panasonic 32" 
Class Viera X1 Series LCD High Definition 
Flat Screen TV with Ipod Entertainment 
System valued at $599.  Model# TC-
L32X1.  The winning ticket will be drawn 
during the live auction.  You need not be 
present to win but you must be 18 years of 
age or older to purchase a ticket.  There will 
be a limited number of raffle tickets 
available so buy yours today!  Ticket order 
forms are available in the front office and on 
the Wilder website.   
 

Questions? Contact Lori Perry at 
imllp@comcast.net. 

   
Sponsorships & Ads 

Sponsorships are a great way to contribute 
to our fundraising efforts and make a really 
big difference.  Become a sponsor for any 
amount!  Or, advertise your business to a 
great audience, over 600 auction catalogs 
are distributed.  Full page, ½ page and 
business card sized space is still 
available.   Forms are available in the front 
office and on the Wilder website. For more 
information, please contact Patty Scriffiny at 
pscriffiny@comcast.net.  

  
Premium Tables 

Reserved tables include a sit-down dinner 
and dessert, designated cocktail service 
and the best seating!  Tables for 10 are 
$200 (or $20 per person) and are always 
popular, so reserve yours today.  New this 
year is the opportunity to pre-order bottles 
of wine at $27/bottle.  (Wines by the glass 
will still be available that evening at $7-
$9/glass.)  This pre-order option is available 
to all our guests, not just to premium table 
holders.  Look for this line item on your 
invitation.  Your invitation should have been 
received via your child’s Thursday take-
home folder.  If you did not receive one, you 
may also find invitation copies in the front 
office and on the Wilder website.   

 

Donations 
We are in great need of donations including 
products, services and gift cards.  Please 
deliver your donations to the front office, or 
you may also contact us and we are happy 
to pick it up from you.  Donations are tax 
deductible and forms are available in the 
front office and on the Wilder 
website.  Please contact Amy Leonard with 
any questions at amyleonard1@yahoo.com.  

   
 

Class Baskets 
Students can get involved by bringing in a 
new item for their class basket!  Each grade 
has a basket theme, just ask your child!  We 
also need baskets or other large containers 
to assemble these treasures.  Class themes 
are posted on the Wilder website.  If you 
have any questions or have containers to 
donate, please contact Lesa Carpinello at 
lesakenneth_64@msn.com.  
   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Auction News  
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