
The Wilder 
Gazette 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
     
  
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
It is hard to believe that we are heading into October already! Our first month of school has 
started off with great excitement, new learning, and settling into routines. Setting goals and 
developing action plans are also the busy and important work of the start of every school year.   
 
In regards to attendance, it is important to note that students need to be in school continuously to 
stay on track.  Our teachersô lesson plans are carefully constructed to introduce new concepts, 
reinforce them with learning activities, and then move on to new skills and ideas.  When children 
arenôt in school, they fall behind.  And, the more days they miss, the harder it is to catch up.  
Parents, we ask your help in maximizing the learning experience for all our students by having 
them in attendance every day except for reasons of illness or emergency. 
 
When you know ahead of time that your child will be missing school, please give the teacher 
plenty of notice so she/he can provide your child with some of the work to do.  Be sure that your 
child follows through ï youôll need to be the ñteacherò on those days, so be available to explain 
concepts or monitor the work.  If your child is out unexpectedly due to illness, in addition to 
contacting the school office, make arrangements with your childôs teacher to pick up a packet of 
work. The bulk of makeup work will be given to the student upon his/her return. It is the student 
responsibility to complete make up work at home. Work should be turned in within a reasonable 
amount of time at the discretion of the teacher.   
 
Family Vacations ï Itôs tempting to pull your child from school for a family trip, but it is not always 
in your childôs best interest.  It gives your child the impression that his/her schooling is not your 
first priority.  When a child misses class work, even if you ask for make-up work, he/she can fall 
behind because of missing many hours of instructional time each day. 
 
Many families are concerned about the Swine Flu and how the school is dealing with this 
potentially serious health problem. We have been sending home information for parents on the 
Districtôs Plan for preventive measures. Please look for these notices in the Thursday folder or 
check out the LPS website for more ideas. 
 
We wish to thank all the parents and students who donated to the Stuffed Animal drive. The many 
hundreds of stuffed Barneyôs and Elmoôs have been transported to the non-profit organizations of 
Loving Hugs and Good Bears of the World. Close to 600 stuffed animals were donated. 
 
In closing, we invite you to join us at the fall Parent Teacher Conference so we can share our 
learning journey with you.  Individual student conference times will be sent home on Monday, 
October 5

th
. Please return them to your teacher no later than Friday, October 9

th
.   We are looking 

forward to discussing your childôs progress.  Thank you for being our partners. 
 
Dr. Trish Cook 
Principal

October 2009 
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Action Steps for Parents to Protect Their Children  
and Families from the Flu this School Year 

As you know, all of us in Littleton Public Schools take seriously the health, safety and 
well being of our students, staff and volunteers.    We are counting on our parent 
community to help us with this priority.   With the general concerns about the risks of the 
H1N1 flu virus, we thought we would bring some key points to your attention, in addition 
to the letter that was sent home to all parents earlier this school year.  What follows are 
recommendations from the Center for Disease Control (CDC) for steps 
parents/guardians can take to keep families from getting sick with the flu at school 
and/or at home: 

1. Wash  your hands often with soap and water, especially after coughing or sneezing.  Alcohol-
based hand cleaners are also effective. 

2. Cover your mouth and nose ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘƛǎǎǳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƎƘ ƻǊ ǎƴŜŜȊŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘƛǎǎǳŜΣ 
cough or sneeze into your elbow or shoulder, not into your hands. 

3. If  you or your child is sick, stay home for at least 24 hours after there is no longer a fever or 
signs of a fever (without the use of fever reducing medicine).  Keeping sick students at home 
means that they keep their viruses to themselves rather than sharing them with others. 

4. Get your family vaccinated for seasonal flu and 2009 H1N1 flu when vaccines are available.  If 
you have questions about the flu vaccine, consult with your healthcare provider. 

5. Have a plan for child care  at home if your child gets sick. 
6. If you have children who are at higher risk of serious disease from the flu, talk with your 

healthcare provider about a plan to protect them during the flu season.   
 

Health authorities are predicting that more people will likely become ill from the H1N1 virus (swine flu) 
than in a typical influenza season.  In light of this, direction from the Tri County Health Department and 
CDC is for a student to be kept at home if they have symptoms of influenza-like illness such as a fever, 
cough and/or sore throat.    Keep your student at home for at least 24 hours after their fever is gone 
without fever reducing medications.  A fever is defined as 100° F.   
 

If a student comes to school or school activities with these symptoms, he or she 
will be sent home.  If a parent or guardian cannot be reached, the student will be 
kept apart from others until they can be sent home and then should remain at 
home as described above.  If you have any concerns about your childôs health, please 
consult your medical provider.  
LPS is working with Tri County Health to provide immunization clinics for the H1N1 
influenza vaccine.  We anticipate that they will be provided in November at three 
different locations.  We will publicize that information when it is finalized.   
We will continue to monitor student and staff absences closely.  At the present time, 
health authorities are generally not recommending school closures unless there is a 
level of staff or student absenteeism that interferes with the schoolôs ability to operate 
effectively.   
For more information, you can access  http://www.tchd.org/flu.htm , www.flu.gov, or 
1(800) CDC-INFO (232-4636). 
Letôs all work together to keep our schools and greater community safe and healthy 
throughout this flu season. 
 

  

District Information 
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Visit with Mrs. Ambron, Goddard Middle School Principal 
 

The Goddard administrative team and counselors look forward to meeting the parents of our 

incoming sixth grade students.  Join us for an overview of our academic and exploratory 

programs, a question and answer session and a tour of the school.  Information about 

intramurals, clubs and special programs including Outdoor Education, WEB, AVID, Gifted and 

Talented, English as a Second Language and Special Education will also be presented. 

 

Thursday, November 19, 2009 at 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.  

Tuesday, December 8, 2009 at 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 19, 2010 at 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, February 9, 2010 at 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. 

 

Please contact the principalôs secretary, Maureen Anderson, to confirm a reservation, 303/347-

7850.  An R.S.V.P. is helpful so that we may prepare materials for you.   

 

 

5th Grade Parent Night April 8th at 7:00pm  
Special Programs at 6:15pm 

 
This evening provides an opportunity to learn about the programs available at Goddard, to meet 

6th grade instructional teams, elective staff, Special Education and English as a Second 

Language (ESL) staff, as well as the G/T department.  Pre-sessions for Gifted and Talented, 

Special Education and English as a Second Language will begin at 6:15pm.   

 
Please note, the evening is designed for parents.  Students will visit with their elementary school 
during the spring.  Students participate in an orientation to middle school, a guided tour led by 
current 6th grade students, and an outline of a typical day presented by 6th grade Core teachers.   
 
 
 

 
 

District Information 
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Parentsô Meeting for Destination 
Imagination Teams 

There will be a meeting for parents whose 
children wish to be on a Destination 
Imagination (DI) team on Wednesday, 
October 28th in the Wilder Library at 
7:00p.m.  Destination Imagination is an 
international competition for children from 
kindergarten through college.  Teams use 
creative problem solving ideas to solve 
challenging activities. The challenges for the 
2009-2010 year will be on a flyer that goes 
home with children October 1st in the 
Thursday folder or on the Destination 
Imagination website www.idodi.org    
 
Please discuss the challenges with your 
child(ren).  If you have any questions, 
please contact Barb Herman at 
bherman@lps.k12.co.us 
 

Fall Parent -Teacher  
Conference Reminder: 

On Monday October 5th, you will receive a 
notice from your teacher of your scheduled 
conference day and time. Please return the 
bottom portion of this form no later than 
Friday, October 9th.  
 
Parent Teacher Conferences: 
Wednesday, October 14th 4:00p.m. - 8:00p.m. 
Thursday, October 15th 8:00a.m. - 5:00p.m. 

 
 
Student Attendance Critical Between 

Thursday, September 24th and 
Thursday, October 8th 

Funding for Littleton Public schools is based 
on attendance during the state counting 
period. To maximize district funding for all 
its students, parents are asked not to plan 
activities that will take their children out of 
school from Thursday, September 24 
through Thursday, October 8, 2009.  
 
The state has designated this time period to 
determine the districtôs official student 
count. The Littleton Public Schools portion 
of the state funding will be based on the 
number of students counted at school 
during this time. 
 
 
 

Missed Picture Day 
Or Need A Retake? 

Van Gogh Photographers will be here on 
Thursday, October 29th from 9:00a.m. ï 
11:00a.m. The procedure for pictures will be 
as follows: 

 
RETAKES:   Bring unwanted picture packet 
to school on October 29th and return to the 
photographer. If you want the exact same 
packet, nothing else is required. If you are 
changing your order, please fill out a new 
order envelope (in office) and submit with 
returned pictures. 
 
PICTURE NEVER TAKEN:  Fill out 
order envelope (in office) with payment 
enclosed. Give the picture envelope to the 
photographer when picture is taken.  

 
NOTE:  If your PM Kindergarten student 
needs a retake or original picture; you will 
need to bring your student to school on 
October 29th before 11:00a.m. 
 

Checks should be made out to Van Gogh Photographers.  
 If  you have any questions, please call the school office 

at (303) 347-4760. Thank you 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Parking Help!! 
To help us alleviate some of the parking 
congestion, parent volunteers are asked to 
park in the church parking lot. Parents are 
also asked to drop off and pick up children 
with courtesy ï respecting the drive thru 
lanes and official parking spaces in the 
before and after school drive thru area. 
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No Back Door Entry 
We love our volunteers, parents and visitors 
at Wilder! Please remember to enter 
through the front door at all times. The 
SACC entrance is for students enrolled in 
SACC only. Also teachers are not allowed 
to open their classroom doors for parents or 
visitors. This is for the safety of our 
students. Thanks J 
 
 

5th grade ñGranny Awardsò 

     
On October 27th at 7:00p.m., the fifth grade 
students will host The ñGranny Awardsò 
which honor those fairy tale characters 
which have given the most memorable 
performances in the categories of Best 
Female and Male Vocalist, Best Dramatic 
Scene, etc. Included in the show will be 
some of the commercials they are writing for 
class to go along with the theme. We will be 
filming all of the studentôs commercials 
which will be put on our fifth grade DVD. 
This DVD will be done by 4Reel Productions 
who will be following the fifth graders 
around all year taping them doing such 
things as Field Day, End of year Assembly, 
Young Ameritown, etc. 

 
4th and 5th grade choir 

Choir begins on October 6th for the 
sopranos with the altos coming on 
Thursdays beginning October 8th. The 
evening performance will be on December 
15th at 7:00p.m. See Mrs. Hubin if you 
would like to sign up. It is not too late. 
 
 

BEACH BOY DAY 
Beach Boy Day will be held on September 
25th this year.  As always, students may 
dress in appropriate beach attire.  The 
cafeteria will offer a brown bag sub 
sandwich lunch at regular cost. Students 
are encouraged to bring beach towels to sit 
on during their class picnic. Frisbees, jump 
ropes, etc. are welcomed. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Calling all Veterans! 
 

 
You are invited to an 

 
assembly in your honor 

 
on 
 

Wednesday, November 11, 2009 
 

at 9:45am 
 

in the 
 

Wilder Gymnasium 
 
 
 

A reception for all veterans will be held in the 
cafeteria following the program. 

 
 

Please R.S.V. P. by calling our school office  
at 303-347-4750 by  

Wednesday, November 4, 2009. 
 

 
We hope you can join us! 

 
 

Parking: You may park on the playground 
blacktop area after 9:06am. 
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Student Council News 
by Mandy S. 

Student Council would like to thank all of 
you for participating in our Stuffed Animal 
Drive.  We received tons of cuddly creatures 
of all shapes and sizes.  Iôm sure many 
people will smile when they receive a 
stuffed pal. 
 
I want to fill you in on some special days 
coming up in October.  Mix and DO NOT 
Match Day is October 2nd.  This is a fun day 
to wear some clothes that were not meant 
to go together, like plaid pants and a 
flowered shirt, a boot and a flip flop or 
anything else you can think of that will make 
an interesting outfit.  Next up is the 
Halloween Costume Drive from October 19th 
through the 23rd.  Please bring in your 
costumes that are either too small or that 
you donôt think you will ever take out of your 
closet again.  These will go to kids less 
fortunate who canôt afford to buy a costume.   
We will wrap up the month with Red Ribbon 
Week from October 26th through the 30th. 
 
Thank you for all you do to help our school 
and our community! 
 
 

Fall into Art with Mrs. Day 
Self portraits for the Original Works 
Fundraiser have begun and are in full 
swing.  Be on the lookout for these special 
treasures coming home the last week of 
October!  It is so much fun to see how 
students view themselves, as well as being 
able to see artistic growth from year to year. 
Students in art this year will continue to 
develop their drawing, painting and 
observation skills, learn and apply ceramic 
techniques, and have fun with several other 
projects using a variety of media.  As 
always, we will continue to focus on creative 
problem solving.  You are always welcome 
in your studentôs art class to observe or lend 
a helping adult hand.  The schedule for art 
classes is on the art page of the Wilder 
Website.   
 
 
 
 
 

Donôt forget that the art page of the Wilder 
Website is always featuring new student 
work in the art gallery link.  There is also an 
art blog link on the art web page.  The blog 
is updated every week or so.  Look for 
information about what is happening in the 
art room and pictures of students working 
and artwork. 
 
The first Music and Art Program is fifth 
gradeôs ñGranny Awardsò on Tuesday, 
October 27th.  The music program will be at 
7:00pm with the art show reception 
following immediately afterwards.  Hope to 
see many families that evening! You can 
reach me via e-mail at jday@lps.k12.co.us 
or phone at 303-347-4951. 
 
 

 
Littleton Public Schools Foundation is 
pleased to announce the 14th Annual 
Littleton Stride will be held on Saturday, 
November 7th at Ketring Park in Littleton. 
Registration is at 7:30a.m. with the race 
starting at 8:30a.m. The Littleton Stride is a 
family, school, and community 5K Run/Walk 
with a 1K Fun Run. It is a great event for the 
entire family with lots of food, fun fitness 
activities, and awards for individual age 
groups and school participation. Runners 
and walkers of all ages and abilities are 
welcome and encouraged to participate! 
Plus, you will be able to warm up before the 
race with several P.E. teachers from around 
the district. So come and show your school 
spirit, be healthy with family and friends, 
and support your school district! All 
proceeds from this event benefit Littleton 
Public Schools through the LPS Foundation. 
To register, go to www.Active.com. For 
pricing, more information or to volunteer, 
please either visit www.lpsfoundation.com 
or call 303-347-3478. 
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Volunteer Notes from VIPS 
(Volunteers in Public Schools) 

Itôs nice to see all of the familiar volunteer 
faces back in the halls of Wilder along with 
lots of new volunteers joining us this year!  
Remember, itôs never too late to sign up for 
a committee ï input your volunteer interests 
in PTO Manager or just call a committee 
chair. 
 
Volunteering is a great way to keep up with 
what your kids are doing at school, meet 
other parents, and get to know teachers and 
staff. 
 
Please remember to sign in or input your 
volunteer hours online in PTO Manager!  Itôs 
important for us to track these and report 
them to the district every month. 
 

              
 
 
 
Thank you! 
Thanks to the volunteers who helped get 
kids to and from their classrooms for Vision 
& Hearing Screening:  Lori Manzer 
(coordinator), Debbie West, Lori Groustra, 
Laura Stanley, and Michele Benedict. 
 
Much thanks to the Gift Wrap committee for 
their hard work kicking off fundraising for the 
year!  Chairs, Debbie Leibold and Joni 
Toenjes and committee members, Andrea 
Holt, Jennifer Johnson, Nicole Ridley, 
Sally Bernsten, Patti Knepper, Lori 
Groustra, Anita Burns, Daphne 
Cadwallader, Brigette Bonner and all of 
their other volunteers. 
 
To all of you who help at Wilder as 
committee chairs, classroom volunteers, 
technology and library volunteers all year 
long ï thank you!  You make a difference for 
our kids! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are volunteer spots open for October 
and November in the new computer lab.  
See whatôs new in technology and learn 
right along with your kids in the classroom.  
No experience necessary!  Please contact 
Laura Jones at llinjonester@gmail.com.  
 

 
Family Dinner Program 

Wilder Elementary School has teamed up 
with Sacred Heart House to provide meals 
for its residents the first three Tuesdays of 
each month throughout the school year.  
Sacred Heart House is a non-sectarian, 
nonprofit emergency homeless shelter 
located in downtown Denver. The shelter 
provides temporary housing, food and 
clothing for women with or without children. 
 
What:  In advance, families prepare simple 
meals for up to 20 individuals.  Meals are 
generally casseroles or meat dishes, 
accompanied by potatoes, pasta, or rice, or 
bread which can be reheated at the facility 
and served buffet style. Vegetables, salad 
or bread are also appreciated.    Beverages 
and condiments are provided by the shelter 
and dessert is optional. Though not 
mandatory, families are invited to join the 
residents for dinner.   
 
When:  Bring Meals by 5:30p.m. 
 
Where: 28th and Lawrence St. 
 
Purpose: In addition to having a nutritious 
meal, residents have an opportunity to 
interact with volunteer family members.  
Volunteers also learn about the continuum 
of services that Sacred Heart House 
provides to homeless mothers with children 
and single women with the desire and 
commitment to become self-sufficient.   
     
If you or anyone else you know would like to 
volunteer for this special opportunity, please 
sign up on the Family Dinner Program sign-
up sheet located on Wilderôs east wall in the 
main hallway.  If you have any questions, 
please call Lori Perry @ 303-703-9234. 
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Presidentsô Corner 
We are happy to announce that another 
successful school year is underway!  One of 
the reasons things have been running so 
smoothly is due to the hard work and 
countless hours put in by the VIPS chairs.  
Beth Starkey, Missy Allen, Julie Pontiff 
and Lori Hearty - thank you for all you 
do!  PTO would also like to thank Debbie 
Leibold and Joni Toenjes for chairing the 
Innisbrook Gift Wrap sale.   
 
The Wilder communityôs participation is very 
much appreciated, and the funds raised are 
used to continue the wonderful programs 
that make our school so special. We would 
also like to acknowledge and thank those 
families who hosted and or attended Silent 
Auction socials this summer and fall, good 
times were had by all! 
 
It is that time of year again, and the 
Original Works projects have begun.  
Students are currently working with Mrs. 
Day on their self-portraits, so keep an eye 
open for those to be coming home in 
October. If you have any questions, please 
contact Tiffiny Curless or Amy Chekal. 
 
 
 

 

We understand that working families have a 
hard time attending our monthly meetings 
and would like to remind everyone that PTO 
meeting minutes are posted on the Wilder 
website for those that are interested. 
Keeping this in mind, we plan to have our 
first evening PTO meeting Thursday, 
April 15th at 7:00p.m.  The scheduled 
speaker will be Kathleen Ambron, Goddard 
Middle School Principal.   
 
It is clear that our new principal, Dr. Trish 
Cook, feels very strongly about Wilderôs 
technological advancement and she has 
asked the PTO to assist her in the 
formation of a Technology Steering 
Committee. This group will be responsible 
for preparing a long-range vision plan for 
Wilderôs tech future and would be 
comprised of teachers, administrators, and 
parents.  If you are interested in becoming 
involved please contact the front office.  
 
Dan Maas, Chief Information Officer for 
Littleton Public Schools, will be the guest 
speaker at next monthôs meeting, Thursday, 
October 22nd at 9:15a.m.  
 
Come prepared to hear about the districtôs 
current undertakings as well as how Wilder 
can continue our pursuit for technology 
growth.  
 
Hope to see you there! 
 
Emily Fuchs and Stephanie Sullivan 
PTO Co-Presidents 
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